Blackout Poetry

A poet starts with established text and redacts from it until a new,
original poem is formed.



MYSTERIOUS NIGHT LIGHT

A mysterious ghostly light which has,
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From the heart of this dark, evacuated campus

I can hear the library humming in the night,

an immense choir of authors muttering inside their books
along the unlit, alphabetical shelves,

Giovanni Pontano next to Pope, Dumas next to his son,
each one stitched into his own private coat,

Half of the fun is choosing the original source

and medium.

T 1eavilng 4 part) 'y
The driver saw a saddc'x bright flash,
~from .\.1"_ 1S desern ‘)L’d as “a ball of
.ﬂro, emo»ru‘ into the roadway before
the bus. The e:trzmgo light was so
powerful that it momentarily dimmed
‘the hread ights of the bus.

As quickly as it had appeared, the
light vanished. Since then, the light
.has been reporied seen by several
‘people who have been abroad in this
district at night,
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walls within walls, as rain soaks New England,
or standing in a bookstore in a trench coat.

[ see all of us reading ourselves away from ourselves,
straining in circles of light to find more light

until the line of words becomes a trail of crumbs
that we follow across a page of fresh snow;

when evening is shadowing the forest,

small brown birds flutter down to consume them

and we have to listen hard to hear the voices

of the boy and his sister receding into the perilous woods.



THE O MISSION REPO

Travis Macdonald’s The O Mission Repo is a book of blackout poetry
written atop the 9-11 Commission Report. Evocative and daring, it displays
the power of writing blackout poetry and importance of choosing a source.
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More Examples =

uman
embrace
growing 1n importance The ocean shore

gor Opeﬂ *
[ wouldn't go that Taff Ultimately, it’s a package deal. And Bri-
Ship hasn’t really been tested yet. But jig
babysitter movgd out of the gare;
ude Brianna in sotghe of our daté s
_ S B valls avalls not,
g to start spending fie night.
1 her gyebrows. “Whyffe dofyou plan tg
a stagf out on the ghuch.”

replicated its own B bones,
Iso long as you avoiddthe appearance fevill

[ do think that sneaky is the way to go

fire @yl sooner or later,

, anyway. | might evg
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Why should we care ? Children laughingly fling themselves under

hey can be h
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V1S arrange-

ment. [ boU'® ” pameeeTor his coffee table. ;
[ missed Skylar terr; <y W T vard to getting to know elcome here
his precious little gi (e y& 1ild my own.
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Significance

® Escaping writer’s block
® |ntroduction to poetry

® Creating evocative poetry



